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As I travel around Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock making announcements, attending 
events and meeting with constituents, I am frequently asked different versions of basically the 
same questions. 
 
  Barry, what have you been up to lately? 
 
  Barry, are there any new federal programs or services we should know about? 
 
  Barry, what is our government doing to save jobs and deal with the economy?  
 
  Barry, how is the global economic crisis going to affect our community? 
 
  Barry, how do you like your new job as Assistant Deputy Speaker? 
 
In the following pages, I will provide answers to those and many other questions. In fact, I will 
deal with the last question first. 
 
It is a great honour to preside over affairs in the House 
of Commons. I am also doing what I can to improve 
decorum and bring a new level of civility to the Chamber. 
 
I have also found that my new job brings me a higher  
level of visibility in Ottawa which enhances my ability to 
get the job done for my riding. It seems that everyone 
wants to keep the referees happy! 
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Questions and Answers on Canadaõs Economic Action Plan 

 

 

 

 
 

Question:  Can you tell me more about the Home  

    Renovation Tax Credit?   

Examples of HRTC - Eligible and Ineligible 
Expenditures  

Eligible Expenditures  Ineligible Expenditures  

-  renovating a kitchen, bathroom or 

basement  

-  purchase of furniture and appliances  

-  new carpet or hardwood floors  -  purchase of tools  

-  a new furnace or water heater  -  carpet cleaning  

-  painting the interior or exterior of a 

house  

-  maintenance contracts (e.g. furnace 

cleaning, snow removal, lawn care and 

pool cleaning)  

Answer:    For those contemplating renovations there is roughly six months left  

    to take advantage of the Home Renovation Tax Credit (HRTC) and save 

    hundreds of dollars on your income taxes.  

 

    The new tax credit will help homeowners who renovate this year save  

    on their taxes.   In addition, these renovations will often lead to reduced 

    energy costs or increases in the value of your home.   Best of all, every 

    time Canadians invest in renovations, they are also helping create  

    construction and building -supplies jobs in your local community.  

 

    A key component in Canadaôs Economic Action Plan, the Home  

    Renovation Tax Credit provides a 15% income tax credit on eligible  

    home renovation expenditures for work performed or goods acquired  

    between January 27, 2009 and February 1, 2010.   The credit may be  

    claimed on expenditures exceeding $1,000 but not more than $10,000 

    and will provide up to $1,350 in tax relief.  

 

    The HRTC will be family -based, generally meaning an individual, and  

    his/her spouse or common - law partner.  Family members will also be  

    able to share the credit amongst themselves.  The HRTC can be claimed 

    for renovations and alterations to a dwelling or the land on which it sits 

    that are enduring in nature.   

 

    Receipts for expenditures may be needed when HRTC claims are   

    on 2009 income tax returns.   
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Answer:    The costs associated with purchasing a home, such as legal fees,  

     disbursements and land transfer taxes, can be a particular burden for 

 first - time home buyers, who must pay these costs on top of saving the 

 money for a  down payment.  To assist first - time home buyers with the  

 costs associated with the purchase of a home, the First -Time Home  

 Buyersô Tax Credit offers a $5,000 non- refundable income tax credit 

 amount  on a qualifying home acquired after January  27, 2009.  For  

      those eligible, the credit will provide up  to  $750 in federal tax relief  

      starting in 2009.  The First -Time Home Buyersô Tax Credit be made  

      available to existing homeowners in respect of a more accessible or  

      functional home purchased by an individual eligible for the Disability Tax 

      Credit (DTC), or for the benefit of a DTC -eligible person who is related 

      to  the  individual purchasing the home.   

Question:   How can I take advantage of the First - Time  

     Home Buyersô Tax Credit? 

Question:  What is this new southern Ontario development 

    agency ðFedDev Ontario?  

Answer:   In mid -August, Prime Minister Harper officially launched the Federal  

        Economic Development Agency for Southern Ontario (FedDev Ontario).                                                                                                             

    The launch is the final step in fulfilling a key commitment in the  

    Governmentôs Economic Action Plan.  This new agency is charged with  

    delivering federal government economic development programs tailored  

    to the specific priorities of workers, businesses and communities in  

    Southern Ontario. In its first year of operation, FedDev Ontario will focus          

    on putting economic development programs into action.  The Agency will    

    assess immediate opportunities and needs, and then bridge into broader 

    program initiatives once the agency is fully operational.  To help ensure a 

    quick and smooth start, the Agency will initially use existing programs and 

    partnerships to expedite the provision of funds.  This will start money  

    flowing immediately into Southern Ontario communities and businesses.  

    The Southern Ontario Development Program has been established to  

    promote economic development, economic diversification and job creation. 

    From now through 2010, it will deliver close to $100 million in funding.   
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please visit www.actionplan.gc.ca 


